FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP
—5TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST—
July 5, 2020
10:00 A.M.

PRELUDE

“O Word of God Incarnate”

Walther

WELCOME
CALL TO WORSHIP: Isaiah 1:18-20 (Responsive)
One: Come now, let us reason together, says the Lord: though
your sins are like scarlet,
All: They shall be white as snow.
One: Though they are red like crimson,
All: They shall become like wool.
One: If you are willing and obedient,
All: You shall eat the good of the land;
One: But if you refuse and rebel,
All: You shall be devoured by the sword;
One: For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.
 HYMN
MEDITATION (in preparation for worship)
"Nothing that is worth doing can be achieved in our lifetime;
therefore we must be saved by hope."
Reinhold Niebuhr
in The Irony of American History
"Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of
things not seen"
Hebrews 11:1 NRSV
"There are three kinds of patriots, two bad, one good. The bad are
the uncritical lovers and the loveless critics. Good patriots carry
on a lover's quarrel with their country."
William Sloane Coffin
in Credo

O God of Earth and Altar

291

CALL TO CONFESSION
If we say we are without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth
is not in us. If, however, we confess our sin, God is merciful and
just, and may be trusted to forgive us and cleanse us from every
kind of wrong. Let us admit our sins before God.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Compassionate God: you have led us to this land and, out of
conflict, created in us a love of peace and liberty. We have
failed you by neglecting rights and restricting
freedoms. Forgive pride that overlooks national wrong or
justifies injustice. Forgive divisions caused by prejudice and
greed. Have mercy on the heart of this land. Make us
compassionate, fair and helpful to each other. Raise up in us a
right kind of patriotism that sees and seeks this nation's
good...

27

SILENT PRAYER
COLLECT: Hymn 564 v. 2 refrain
America! America! God mend thine every flaw,
confirm thy soul in self control, thy liberty in law!

28

ASSURANCE
Who is in a position to condemn? Only Christ, and Christ died
for us, Christ rose for us, Christ reigns in power for us, Christ
prays for us. When one is in Christ there is a new creation. The
past is finished and gone. Behold, everything has become
fresh and new.
Friends, believe the good news of the gospel;
IN JESUS CHRIST, WE ARE FORGIVEN.
 RESPONSE OF PRAISE: Hymn 280 v.1
Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound that saved a wretch
like me!
I once was lost, but now am found, was blind but now I see.
MIDRASH ON GENESIS 1: Partners by Rabbi Marc Gellman
 HYMN:

Called as Partners in Christ's Service

343

SCRIPTURE: Genesis 1:24-31
24

And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures
of every kind: cattle and creeping things and wild animals
of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. 25 God made
the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle
of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the
ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good.
26

So God created humankind in his image,
in the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them.

Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image,
according to our likeness; and let them have dominion
over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and
over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the
earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the
earth.”

God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful
and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of
the air and over every living thing that moves upon the
earth.” 29 God said, “See, I have given you every plant
yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and
every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for
food. 30 And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird
of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth,
everything that has the breath of life, I have given every
green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 God saw
everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very
good. And there was evening and there was morning, the
sixth day.
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 HYMN:

Lift Every Voice and Sing

563

“Prelude and Fugue in C”

J. S. Bach
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