
SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP 
December 27, 2020 

PRELUDE “Antioch” Gehrke 

WELCOME & COMMUNITY SHARING 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
Praise the Lord! Praise God from the heavens.  
Young men and women alike, old and young together! 
Praise God, all the angels and all the heavenly beings! 
Praise God, sun and moon, and all you shining stars! 
Fire and hail, snow and frost, stormy wind at God's command. 
Mountains and hills, wild animals and flying birds! 
Let us praise the name of the Lord,  
whose name alone is exalted above earth and heaven. 

HYMN “Joy to the World!” No. 40 

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come: 
Let earth receive her King; 
Let every heart prepare Him room, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing. 
 
2 Joy to the world, the Savior reigns: 
Let us our songs employ; 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy. 
 
3 No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as, far as, the curse is found. 
 
4 He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness, 

And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders, wonders, of His love. 

CALL TO CONFESSION 
Jesus our Lord came into an indifferent world, yet his life 
revealed the inner life of many. Let us confess our sins in the 
light of God's grace, that we may receive release from our sin. 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
Merciful God, we confess that we have not lived as your faithful 
children. We have kept silent in midst of prejudice and hatred. 
We have been idle in the face of violence and injustice. We have 
not been a light to the nations, and our lives have not revealed 
your glory. 

Forgive us, Merciful God. Repair the ugliness of our sin and 
restore in us your beautiful grace; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

SILENT CONFESSION 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
The mercy of the Lord is everlasting. I declare to you that in 
Jesus Christ we are forgiven. May the God of mercy, who 
forgives all your sin, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the 
power of the Holy Spirit keep you in everlasting life. Thanks be 
to God. 

SHARING GOD’S GIFTS 
As the earth brings forth its shoots and as a garden causes what is 
sown in it to spring up, so will God cause righteousness and 
praise to spring up before all the nations. With thankful hearts, 
let us offer ourselves and our gifts to God. 

You may mail your offering to the church office, or you may give 
online through our website, cazpres.org. 

  



DOXOLOGY  No. 592 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav'nly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen. 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

Loving God, we give you thanks for the light of the world, Jesus 
Christ, through whom we have received adoption as your 
children. With Jesus our brother, we dedicate ourselves in 
ministry to the world, that we may live as heirs of your promises 
to the honor and glory of your name. Amen. 

HYMN “Away in a Manger” No. 25 

1 Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head. 
The stars in the sky looked down where He lay, 
The little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay. 
 
2 The cattle are lowing, the poor Baby wakes, 
But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes. 
I love Thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky, 
And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 
 
3 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay 
Close by me forever and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, 
And fit us for heaven to live with Thee there. 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

As you led Simeon to embrace the infant Jesus, guide us, Holy 
Spirit, by your gracious light that we may welcome your saving 
Word. Amen. 

  

NEW TESTAMENT: Galatians 4:4-7 

4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, 
born of a woman, born under the law, 5 in order to redeem 
those who were under the law, so that we might receive 
adoption as children. 6 And because you are children, God 
has sent the Spirit of his Son into our[a] hearts, crying, 
“Abba![b] Father!” 7 So you are no longer a slave but a child, 
and if a child then also an heir, through God.[c] 

GOSPEL: Luke 2:22-40 
22 When the time came for their purification according to the 
law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present 
him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the law of the Lord, 
“Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the 
Lord”), 24 and they offered a sacrifice according to what is 
stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two 
young pigeons.” 
25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was 
Simeon;[a] this man was righteous and devout, looking 
forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit 
rested on him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy 
Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the 
Lord’s Messiah.[b] 27 Guided by the Spirit, Simeon[c] came into 
the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, 
to do for him what was customary under the 
law, 28 Simeon[d] took him in his arms and praised God, 
saying, 
29 “Master, now you are dismissing your servant[e] in peace, 
    according to your word; 
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
31 

    which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
    and for glory to your people Israel.” 



33 And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what 
was being said about him. 34 Then Simeon[f] blessed them and 
said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling 
and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be 
opposed 35 so that the inner thoughts of many will be 
revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 
36 There was also a prophet, Anna[g] the daughter of Phanuel, 
of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived 
with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37 then as a 
widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple 
but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and 
day. 38 At that moment she came, and began to praise God 
and to speak about the child[h] to all who were looking for the 
redemption of Jerusalem. 
39 When they had finished everything required by the law of 
the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of 
Nazareth. 40 The child grew and became strong, filled with 
wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him. 

SERMON “Adopted”  

  

HYMN “Angels We Have heard on High” No. 23 

1 Angels we have heard on high 
Sweetly singing o'er the plains, 
And the mountains in reply 
Echoing their joyous strains. 
 
Refrain: 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo; 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo. 
 
2 Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be 
Which inspire your heavenly song? 
 
3 Come to Bethlehem and see 
Him whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee 
Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 

BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE “Fanfare” Lemmens 
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