
SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP 
March 7, 2021 

PRELUDE “Panis Angelicus” Franck 

WELCOME & COMMUNITY SHARING 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; 
the decrees of the Lord are sure, making wise the simple; 
the precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; 
the commandment of the Lord is clear, enlightening the eyes; 
the fear of the Lord is pure, enduring forever; 
the ordinances of the Lord are true and righteous altogether. 
They are more desirable than gold, and sweeter than honey. 
In keeping them is great reward. 

HYMN “God of Compassion, in Mercy Befriend Us” No. 261 

1 God of compassion, in mercy befriend us; 
Giver of grace for our needs all availing, 
Wisdom and strength for each day do Thou send us, 
Patience untiring and courage unfailing. 

2 Wandering and lost, Thou hast sought us and found us, 
Stilled our rude hearts with Thy Word of consoling; 
Wrap now Thy peace, like a mantle, around us, 
Guarding our thoughts and our passions controlling. 

3 How shall we stray, with Thy hand to direct us, 
Thou who the stars in their courses art guiding? 
What shall we fear, with Thy power to protect us, 
We who walk forth in Thy greatness confiding? 

CALL TO CONFESSION 
Despite the law God gave us, we act foolishly. Yet in the Cross 
we find forgiveness and grace. Let us confess our sin, trusting in 
God’s wisdom and strength rather than our own. 

  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
Merciful God, how fickle we are; selfish, we stray from your 
path. Save us from ignoring your way. Let your 
commandments guide us. Forgive us for worshiping anyone 
or anything except you. Forgive us for failing to honor our 
relationships with neighbor and stranger. Help us to speak 
words of blessing and kindness. Turn us away from violence 
and falsehood. Free us from the illusion of control, and help 
us to depend on you and rest in your peace. In Jesus' name 
we pray. Amen.  

SILENT CONFESSION  

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Brothers and sisters, in Jesus Christ, crucified, risen, and coming 
again, we are forgiven and set free to live in faithfulness with 
God and with one another!  Thanks be to God. 

SHARING GOD’S GIFTS 
Jesus reminds us: his house is a house of prayer for all nations, a 
place of healing and restoration, a place where we lay our lives 
before God as a sacrifice of praise. Let us bring the gifts of our 
lives and labor to God. 

The Offering plate is in the Narthex.  You may also choose to mail your 
offering to the church office, or give online through our website, 

cazpres.org. 

DOXOLOGY   

PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND ILLUMINATION 
O Lord our God, we want to follow your law, to love only you, 
to love our neighbor freely, not desiring for ourselves something 
they possess. Accept these offerings, we pray, and teach us to be 
generous, giving fully of ourselves that we may truly be the body 
of Christ in this world. 

O Holy Spirit, as we listen to holy words, let the words of our 
mouths and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your 
sight, O Lord, our rock and our redeemer.  

  



NEW TESTAMENT: First Corinthians 1:18-25 

18 For the message about the cross is foolishness to those 
who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the 
power of God. 19 For it is written, 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
    and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where 
is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the 
wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the 
world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, 
through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those 
who believe. 22 For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire 
wisdom, 23 but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling 
block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those who 
are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of 
God and the wisdom of God. 25 For God’s foolishness is wiser 
than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than 
human strength. 

OLD TESTAMENT: Exodus 20:1-17 

20 Then God spoke all these words: 
2 I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land 
of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; 3 you shall have no 
other gods before[a] me. 
4 You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form 
of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth 
beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 5 You shall 
not bow down to them or worship them; for I the LORD your 
God am a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of 
parents, to the third and the fourth generation of those who 
reject me, 6 but showing steadfast love to the thousandth 

generation[b] of those who love me and keep my 
commandments. 
7 You shall not make wrongful use of the name of 
the LORD your God, for the LORD will not acquit anyone who 
misuses his name. 
8 Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9 Six days you 
shall labor and do all your work. 10 But the seventh day is a 
sabbath to the LORD your God; you shall not do any work—
you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, 
your livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. 11 For in six 
days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is 
in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore 
the LORD blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it. 
12 Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may 
be long in the land that the LORD your God is giving you. 
13 You shall not murder.[c] 
14 You shall not commit adultery. 
15 You shall not steal. 
16 You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
17 You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not 
covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or 
donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 

SERMON “The Gift of Law”  

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD'S SUPPER 

     Invitation to the Lord's Table 

     Sharing of Joys and Concerns 

     Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 

     Breaking of the Bread and Communion of the People 

     Prayer After Communion 



HYMN “Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive” No. 347 
(verses 1, 2 &4) 

1 “Forgive our sins as we forgive,” 
You taught us , Lord, to pray, 
But You alone can grant us grace 
To live the words we say. 

2 How can Your pardon reach and bless 
The unforgiving heart 
That broods on wrongs and will not let 
Old bitterness depart? 

4 Lord, cleanse the depths within our souls 
And bid resentment cease. 
Then, bound to all in bonds of love,  
Our lives will spread Your peace. 

BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE “Prelude in C Minor” J. S. Bach 
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